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		Yuri Rozhkov’s photomontages for the Mayakovsky poem “To the Workers of Kursk” (1924)
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In 1924, the self-taught artist Iurii Nikolaevich Rozhkov created a series of photomontages inspired by Vladimir Maiakovskii’s poem “To the Workers of Kursk” and the geological discovery of the Kursk Magnetic Anamoly (KMA). Rozhkov’s series for Maiakovskii’s ode to labor is both an example of the political propaganda of the reconstruction period of the NEP era and a polemical answer to all those who relentlessly attacked Maiakovskii and criticized avant-garde art as alien to the masses. The article introduces Rozhkov’s less-known photomontage series as a new model of the avant-garde photopoetry book, which offers a sequential reading of Maiakovskii’s poem and functions as a cinematic dispositive of the early Soviet agitprop apparatus (dispositif). Aleksandar Bošković argues that the photopoem itself converts into an idiosyncratic avant-garde de-mountable memorial to the working class: a dynamic cine-dispositive through which the the early agitprop apparatus is realized in lived experience, reproduced, and transformed, thus delineating its shift towards the new dispositif of the late 1920s — socialist realism.



               

Рабочим Курска, добывшим первую руду…

	Было: 
	 	социализм – 
	 	 	восторженное слово! 


	С флагом, 
	 	с песней 
	 	 	становились слева, 


	и сама 
	 	на головы 
	 	 	спускалась слава. 


	Сквозь огонь прошли, 
	 	сквозь пушечные дула. 


	Вместо гор восторга – 
	 	горе дола. 


	Стало: 
	 	коммунизм – 
	 	 	обычнейшее дело. 


	Нынче 
	 	словом 
	 	 	не пофанфароните – 


	шею крючь 
	 	да спину гни. 


	На вершочном 
	 	незаметном фронте 


	завоевываются дни. 


	Я о тех, 
	 	кто не слыхал 
	 	 	про греков 
	 	 	 	в драках, 


	кто 
	 	не читал 
	 	 	про Муциев Сцев_о_л, 


	кто не знает, 
	 	чем замечательны Гракхи, – 


	кто просто работает – 
	 	грядущего вол. 


	Было. Мы митинговали. 
	 	Словопадов струи, 


	пузыри идеи – 
	 	мир сразить во сколько. 


	А на деле – 
	 	обломались 
	 	 	ручки у кастрюли, 


	бреемся 
	 	стеклом-осколком. 


	А на деле – 
	 	у подметок дырки, – 


	без гвоздя 
	 	слюной 
	 	 	кле_и_ть – впустую! 


	Дырку 
	 	не пос_а_дите в Бутырки, 


	а однако 
	 	дырки 
	 	 	протестуют. 
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		Early Soviet avant-garde journal of Contemporary Architecture, 1926-1930
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		I’ve been meaning to post these for a while, but have been very busy with work and whatnot. The archivists who run the outstanding Russian website Techne have compiled some high-resolution PDFs of the legendary Soviet avant-garde architectural journal Современная Архитектура, usually translated into English as Contemporary Architecture. As Jean-Louis Cohen explained in a 2019 interview I conducted with him, the reason the editors chose this title was because “modern architecture” in Russia was still associated then with the style moderne branch of Art Nouveau which flourished in that country around the turn of the twentieth century.

When the people who run Techne originally posted these resources back in 2014, they included some crude PDFs knitted together from photos I took (of uneven quality) ten years ago in the bowels of the Avery Architectural Library at Columbia. Recently these old files have been thoroughly superseded by direct scans from the Nekrasov Central Universal Scientific Library in Moscow, which I’ve attached below — further organized by year and enumerated beneath.

My view is that Современная Архитектура rivals, if not surpasses, any of the analogous publications of international modernism released in other countries during the period: De Stijl, the Bauhausbücher series, L’Architecture d’Aujourd’hui, etc. Edited by Moisei Ginzburg and the Vesnins over the first three years, and Roman Khiger over the last two, the journal was consistently cosmopolitan in scope and focus. Because its layout is so masterfully designed, I have also included images of the individual pages underneath links to the PDFs.

1926

.

	Современная архитектура (1926) № 1
	Современная архитектура (1926) № 2
	Современная архитектура (1926) № 3
	Современная архитектура (1926) № 4
	Современная архитектура (1926) № 5-6


1927

.

	Современная архитектура (1927) № 1
	Современная архитектура (1927) № 2
	Современная архитектура (1927) № 3
	Современная архитектура (1927) № 4-5
	Современная архитектура (1927) № 6


1928

.

	Современная архитектура (1928) № 1
	Современная архитектура (1928) № 2
	Современная архитектура (1928) № 3
	Современная архитектура (1928) № 4
	Современная архитектура (1928) № 5
	Современная архитектура (1928) № 6


1929

.

	Современная архитектура (1929) № 1
	Современная архитектура (1929) № 2
	Современная архитектура (1929) № 3
	Современная архитектура (1929) № 4
	Современная архитектура (1929) № 5
	Современная архитектура (1929) № 6


1930

.

	Современная архитектура (1930) № 1-2
	Современная архитектура (1930) № 3
	Современная архитектура (1930) № 4
	Современная архитектура (1930) № 5
	Современная архитектура (1930) № 6


 

Современная архитектура (1926) № 1
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		Lazar Khidekel’s aerial city of the future (1925-1932)
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		.

I’ve posted about Lazar Khidekel before. A few years ago, I met some of his descendants who live here in New York. Regina Khidekel, his daughter-in-law, has written some very interesting articles about Khidekel’s speculative architecture, one of which you can read in this collection. Khidekel was a student of the great suprematist painter Kazimir Malevich, and was involved with his group Unovis. Later on, in 1928, he reflected on his path from painting to architecture in a brief “Biography”:


From 1920 to 1922, I participated in the publication of Unovis collections, contributing a series of articles on questions of art and its relationship to production. I spent the last two years at the Vitebsk Artistic and Practical Institute; in addition to coursework assignments, I was engaged with questions concerning the ties between constructive art (cubism, the “relief,” constructivism, suprematism) and architecture. I presented my findings — work that involved not only a painterly but also an architectural content — at the Second Unovis Exhibition in Moscow.

Assuming that my only possible involvement in architecture would occur through the assimilation of the [technical] knowledge on which it is based, in 1922 I enrolled in the Department of Architecture at the Institute of Civil Engineers. I am now a student on the final course. Between the time of my arrival in Leningrad in 1922 and the present, I participated in the Fifth-Year Exhibition at the Academy of Arts in 1923. In 1923, I became a member of the Art and Literature Department of the literary and artistic journal Vulcan [Vulkan], published by Leningrad State University. I served as the head of tours in the Painting Department of the Russian Museum (formerly the Museum of Painterly Culture).



Some images of the Unovis set at Vitebsk and Khidekel from his days in the group appear below.

















Over the second half of the twenties, Khidekel became obsessed with the idea of a flying city. Georgii Krutikov’s proposal for a “Flying City” may be more famous, but Khidekel’s fantastic renderings are also worth taking a look at. Recently I came across a cache of images stored on one of my favorite Russian-language websites, Togda Zine, a repository of the heroic Soviet avant-garde. You can view them all below.

Paired with these images is an excerpt from Selim Khan-Magomedov’s encyclopedic account of the Pioneers of Soviet Architecture. I will post the full PDF of that book sometime soon. While not as theoretically ambitious as his student Vladimir Paperny, or the brilliant (if perverse) Boris Groys, Khan-Magomedov was a giant — the ultimate authority of early architectural modernism in the USSR. Enjoy!













































































Khidekel’s experimental designs

Selim Khan-Magomedov

From Pioneers of Soviet

Architecture (1983)

.

A set of interesting experimental town-planning designs produced by Khidekel during the 1920s develop some aspects of the aero-city concept, and also reveal the influence of other experimental town-planning ideas of that period, such as vertical zoning. Taken as a whole, in fact, all these designs represent variations, and developments of the latter concept. As distinct, however, from the proposals by [Anton] Lavinsky, [El] Lissitzky, and [Konstantin] Melnikov, Khidekel’s projects for a vertical zoning of cities involve a global approach to this town-planning concept: insofar as he was concerned, it was not merely a matter of organizing the area of habitation within a city’s boundaries in a rational way, but of the interaction between human settlement and the environment as a whole. This broad approach accounts for the way in which the architectural complexes in his sketches interact with levels below ground, stretches of water, a virgin environmen,t and supraterrestrial space.

In an attempt to preserve nature intact among the city complexes, Khidekel’s project of 1922 relegated main transport lines to tunnels, and allowed them to surface only in cuttings in the vicinity of buildings. In another project dating from the same year, he designed a building floating above ground and only tenuously linked to it. In 1926, he drew a building at a great height above the Earth and wholly detached from it. Continue reading →
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		Remembering Rosa Luxemburg, 150 years after her birth
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		The great Polish Marxist and revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg was born 150 years ago today. In honor of her life and legacy, I thought I’d post some of her works and texts about her along with an introduction to her 1918 polemic The Russian Revolution by Onorato Damen.

Luxemburg was a heroic, larger than life figure, a champion of the working class dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist order. From a young age, she became steeped in the discourse of Marxism and involved herself in socialist causes. Along with Leo Jogiches, she founded the Social Democratic Party of Poland and Lithuania. When the “revisionist controversy” broke out in the late 1890s, Luxemburg penned what was easily the best response to Eduard Bernstein’s reformism, Reform or Revolution?.

During the next couple decades, Luxemburg became professionally trained in economics and contributed to a number of theoretical debates within international Marxism. Becoming more involved in the German Social-Democratic Party, she initially sided with orthodoxy but by 1910 found herself at odds with its main spokesman, Karl Kautsky. Thereafter she increasingly locked horns with the party’s leadership, until in August 1914 the outbreak of world war led to a world-historic crisis.

Unlike many of her prominent comrades, Luxemburg was unequivocally opposed to the war and took a stand publicly against it. For this she was jailed for several years, as was the firebrand Karl Liebknecht, who would soon become one of her closest cothinkers in opposition to bourgeois militarism. After the November Revolution of 1918, the two were freed and immediately threw themselves into the struggle, agitating for proletarian revolution. Tragically, they were murdered by the Freikorps under orders from the Social-Democratic government.

Of course, Luxemburg was not perfect. She and Liebknecht should have split from the Second and Second-and-a-Half Internationals sooner, and her critique of Marx’s “reproduction schemas” in Volume 2 of Capital was based on mistaken premises. Her theory of periodic crisis was underconsumptionist, moreover. Other Marxist theorists, such as Henryk Grossman, took Luxemburg to task on this score. Nevertheless, she remained an “eagle,” as Lenin put it in a rejoinder to Paul Levi:


We shall reply to [Levi] by quoting two lines from a good old Russian fable: “Eagles may at times fly lower than hens, but hens can never rise to the height of eagles.” Rosa Luxemburg was mistaken on the question of the independence of Poland [I would argue she was right here]; she was mistaken in 1903 in her appraisal of Menshevism; she was mistaken on the theory of the accumulation of capital; she was mistaken in July 1914, when, together with Plekhanov, Vandervelde, Kautsky and others, she advocated unity between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks; she was mistaken in what she wrote in prison in 1918 (she corrected most of these mistakes at the end of 1918 and the beginning of 1919 after she was released). But in spite of her mistakes she was — and remains for us — an eagle. And not only will Communists all over the world cherish her memory, but her biography and her complete works (the publication of which the German Communists are inordinately delaying, which can only be partly excused by the tremendous losses they are suffering in their severe struggle) will serve as useful manuals for training many generations of Communists all over the world. “Since August 4, 1914, German Social-Democracy has been a stinking corpse” — this statement will make Rosa Luxemburg’s name famous in the history of the international working class movement. And, of course, in the backyard of the working-class movement, among the dung heaps, hens like Paul Levi, Scheidemann, Kautsky and all that fraternity will cackle over the mistakes committed by the great Communist. To every man his own.



You can download a number of works by or about Luxemburg below. I wouldn’t recommend all of these books, especially the secondary literature, but there’s useful stuff to be found in many of these selections. Also, be sure to check out the ICT’s article on “Rosa Luxemburg and the Early Days of the Socialist Movement in Poland.”

Works by Luxemburg

	Selected Writings
	Complete Works, Volume 1: Economic Writings 1
	Complete Works, Volume 2: Economic Writings 2
	Complete Works, Volume 3: Political Writings 1, On Revolution (1897-1905)
	The Accumulation of Capital (1913)
	“May Day” (1913)
	The Russian Revolution and Leninism or Marxism (1918, 1903) [highly misleading title added by the translator]
	“My Idea of Bolshevism” (1918)


Letters of Luxemburg

	Letters (1891-1919)
	Selected Letters
	Comrade and Lover: Letters to Leo Jogiches


Biographies of Luxemburg

	Paul Frölich, Rosa Luxemburg: Her Life and Work (1928)
	J.P. Nettl, Rosa Luxemburg, Volume 1: 1895-1911 (1962)
	J.P. Nettl, Rosa Luxemburg, Volume 2: 1911-1919 (1962)
	Paul Mattick Sr., “Review of Rosa Luxemburg by J.P. Nettl” (1967)
	Klaus Gietinger, The Murder of Rosa Luxemburg (2008)


Works about Luxemburg’s theory and practice

	Tadeusz Kowalik, Rosa Luxemburg: Theory of Accumulation and Imperialism (1971)
	Raya Dunayevskaya, Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (1981)
	Hillel Ticktin, “Rosa Luxemburg’s Concept of Crisis in a Contemporary Theoretical Context” (2012)
	Daniel Gaido and Manuel Quiroga,  “The Early Reception of Rosa Luxemburg’s Theory of Imperialism” (2013)
	Jason Schulman (ed.), Rosa Luxemburg: Her Life and Legacy (2013)
	Jan Toporowski, Ewa Karwowski, Riccardo Bellofiore (eds.), The Legacy of Rosa Luxemburg, Oskar Lange, and Michal Kalecki: Volume 1 of Essays in Honour of Tadeusz Kowalik (2014)
	Jan Toporowski, Ewa Karwowski, Riccardo Bellofiore (eds.), The Legacy of Rosa Luxemburg, Oskar Lange, and Michal Kalecki: Volume 2 of Essays in Honour of Tadeusz Kowalik (2014)
	Engin Delice, “The Dialectic Whole Between Theory and Reality in Rosa Luxemburg” (2015)
	Jon Nixon, Rosa Luxemburg and the Struggle for Democratic Renewal (2018)
	Ankica Čakardić, Like a Clap of Thunder: Three Essays on Rosa Luxemburg (2019)


Novels about Luxemburg

	Alfred Döblin, Karl and Rosa: November 1918, A German Revolution (1950)










































Introduction to Rosa Luxemburg’s The Russian Revolution

.

It is fashionable these days to quote Luxemburg’s ideas and positions, especially in her polemics with Lenin. However this return to theoretical and critical Luxemburgism has mainly been carried out by those who have learned nothing from her real thinking or her heroic militancy. They reinterpret her formulations on freedom and democracy in their own way, and mostly for devious motives, whilst for Luxemburg these expressions serve only as a catalyst for the growth of revolutionary consciousness in the masses as they struggle for emancipation. However, on the lips of some enlightened bourgeois and renegade socialists such ideas are useful for dragging the proletariat into the capitalist mindset and the political and economic structures of the ruling class.

The attempt to use Luxemburg’s polemics as a front for the most decrepit and dishonest anti-communism stemming from the Second International and the Two and a Half International, does not deserve special attention. On the other hand, having another look at this same material, a product of the polemics with Lenin, and of the key problems of the party and of the dictatorship of the proletariat as presented and confirmed in the Russian experience, is very timely and fruitful.

At the root of her disagreement with Lenin were the same ideas that are reemerging today in the politics of the vanguard of the international labour movement, except that today they are sharper and more dramatic given the defeat of that burning test of socialism which was the Soviet experience. Continue reading →
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		Noel Ignatiev, 1940-2019


				
			Posted by Ross Wolfe		
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		Yesterday I learned that my friend and comrade Noel Ignatiev passed away. He’d been in poor health for some time, diagnosed with a rare form of gastrointestinal cancer that made it difficult for him to swallow properly or digest, but it still caught me off guard. A couple weekends ago I’d seen him at the Hard Crackers release party, which I’d gone to with my friends Kaspar, Arianna, Joseph, and Chelsea. Once a few contributors to the latest issue finished speaking, Noel got up there and gave a rousing summary of what the project is about.

To me, at least, he seemed in good spirits. About a year or so ago, after chatting frequently via social media, Noel asked for my number. We talked now and then over the phone, which I barely do with anyone anymore, where he explained to me his condition. But when I saw him at this event, he came off as lively and even optimistic. The doctors apparently had told him there was a good chance they could operate, since the rest of his body was quite strong. So hearing of his death last night came as a shock to me. What a shame we can’t have him around another decade or two.

Most people know Noel from his book How the Irish Became White, or from the journal Race Traitor that he helped edit back in the nineties and early aughts. Ignatiev was a pupil of Theodore Allen, whose epic treatise on The Invention of the White Race was a landmark in the field. Though deeply indebted to Allen, which he was always the first to acknowledge, he eventually broke with his former master. Against the emerging academic field of “whiteness studies,” Ignatiev fulminated that the point was not to study whiteness but abolish it.

Unfortunately, some of the concepts he helped to popularize took on a life of their own after working their way into liberal online discourse. None has been so abused as the notion of “white skin privilege,” which Ignatiev et al. never meant to function as some sort of individualized guilt complex. During an interview with Orchestrated Pulse, he told Vincent Kelley:


John Garvey and I began Race Traitor with the goal of breaking up the white race, as a contribution to working-class solidarity. We never used, endorsed or promoted identity politics; we railed against multiculturalism and “diversity”; we were scornful of those who wanted to preserve the “good aspects” of “white culture” or to “re-articulate” or “decenter” whiteness. We wanted nothing to do with the growing academic field of “whiteness studies.” We did share some vocabulary with individuals and organizations that were traveling on different roads to different places.

The most significant instance of this was the word “privilege.” In light of the political travesties that have developed under the term since, we wish we had differentiated ourselves more categorically from those who wanted to make careers in journalism, social work, organizational development, education and the arts, and who insist that the psychic battle against privilege must be never-ending; instead of challenging institutions they scrutinize every inter-personal encounter between black people and whites to unearth underlying “racist” attitudes and guide people in “unlearning” them. Hectoring people about their privileges was never our approach; it is an annoyance rather than a challenge.



Indeed, though he deftly avoided the question Kelley posed to him about the work of Adolph Reed, Noel told an online discussion group that he’d corresponded with Reed back in the mid-aughts. Reed eventually stopped responding to his repeated queries, so the dialogue sadly came to naught. Though he sympathized with Reed’s critique of identity politics, he feared (quite rightly) that all Reed was offering was warmed-over social-democratic trade unionism. Ignatiev identified far more with the left communist positions of Loren Goldner, who also contributed to Race Traitor.

Others adopted positions on race vaguely similar to Ignatiev’s, but he did not hesitate to criticize or distance himself from their work when they diverged. For example, he wrote a very harsh criticism of fellow STO veteran J. Sakai for his book Settlers: Mythology of the White Proletariat, which I reposted on my blog (this set off a fresh storm of controversy). More of his notes on Sakai can be accessed here. Ignatiev certainly appreciated the early work of David Roediger on The Wages of Whiteness, and wrote a favorable review of that book in 1992, but was less impressed by Roediger’s recent stuff on intersectionality. Continue reading →
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		Race Traitor and Hard Crackers


				
			Posted by Ross Wolfe		

		
				1

			

		
		Back issues of Race Traitor, a journal that ran irregularly for sixteen issues between 1993 and 2005, were recently uploaded online. Edited by the great John Garvey and Noel Ignatiev. You can download them below. Merry Christmas:

	№ 1 (Winter 1993)
	№ 2 (Winter 1994)
	№ 3 (Spring 1994)
	№ 4 (Winter 1995)
	№ 5 (Winter 1996)
	№ 6 (Summer 1996)
	№ 7 (Spring 1997)
	№ 8 (Winter 1998)
	№ 9 (Summer 1998)
	№ 10 (Winter 1999)
	№ 11 (Spring 2000)
	№ 12 (Spring 2001)
	№ 13-14 (Summer 2001)
	№ 15 (Fall 2001)
	№ 16 (Winter 2005)


Some really good stuff in here. I’ve blogged Loren Goldner’s excellent essay “Race and Enlightenment” already, but there is plenty more to dig into.

Anyone who likes Race Traitor should also check out the new journal Hard Crackers: Chronicles of Everyday Life. Lots of the same people are involved over there. Plus, their site just got a makeover; it’s way more navigable and user-friendly than before. Follow them on Twitter, too.
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		Marx still haunts capitalism two hundred years on


				
			Posted by Ross Wolfe		

		
				1

			

		
		“The bourgeoisie will remember my carbuncles until their dying day.”

— Marx to Engels, 1867

Indeed, it would seem they haven’t forgotten him. Over the last few weeks, major bourgeois news outlets have congratulated Marx for “being right” about capitalism: New York Times, Guardian, Financial Times, Independent, and even Vice. Little consolation, all this posthumous praise, for while capitalism remains unstable as ever, the prospect of proletarian revolution feels far away. Perhaps it is less embarrassing than Jonathan Spargo, Marx’s first American biographer, taking to the pages of the New York Times a hundred years ago to enlist Marx to the side of the Entente: “Today Is the 100th anniversary of Marx’s birth: Bitterly opposed to Prussia and an ardent admirer of America, his record shows where he would have stood in the present war.”

You can download some relevant biographies and introductions to Marx’s work below:

	Franz Mehring, Karl Marx: The Story of His Life (1918)
	Max Beer, The Life and Teaching of Karl Marx(1920)
	Otto Rühle, Karl Marx: His Life and Work(1929)
	Boris Nikolaevsky & Otto Mänchen-Helfen, Karl Marx: Man and Fighter (1932)
	Karl Korsch, Karl Marx (1939)
	Isaiah Berlin, Karl Marx (1948)
	Werner Blumenberg, Portrait of Marx (1962)
	Maximilien Rubel, Marx: Life and Works(1965)
	Ernst Bloch, On Karl Marx (1968)
	David McClellan, Karl Marx: His Life and Thought (1973)
	Étienne Balibar, The Philosophy of Marx(1993)
	Rolf Hosfeld, Karl Marx: An Intellectual Biography (2009)
	Sven-Eric Liedman, A World to Win: The Life and Works of Karl Marx (2015)
	Gareth Stedman Jones, Karl Marx: Greatness and Illusion (2016)
	Marcello Musto, Another Marx: Early Manuscripts to the International (2018)


Herzlichen Glückwunsch zum Geburtstag Karl Marx, Enkel von Meier Halevi Marx und Chaje Eva Marx. Halte durch, du alter fetter Sack!

200 years on, Marx still haunts capitalism

Aurora 43

5.5.2018

.

Karl Marx — political philosopher, historical materialist, economic analyst of capitalism and its class society; above all, revolutionary fighter — was born in Trier, Germany on 5 May 1818. For anyone today fighting for an end to capitalism his life is cause for celebration. Marx’s work enabled us to understand the basic dynamic of capitalism, its place in the history of civilizations, and learn from the historical ebb and flow of the class struggle. As Engels said at the graveside of his friend,


Before all else, Marx was a revolutionary. His real mission in life was to contribute, in one way or another, to the overthrow of capitalist society and of the state institutions which it had brought into being, to contribute to the liberation of the modern proletariat, to make it conscious of its situation and its needs, and conscious of the conditions for its own emancipation — that was his real life work.



Marx was not the first person to recognize the struggle between classes or to hold out the prospect of communism springing from the revolt of the oppressed against the powerful and wealthy who robbed them of the product of their toil. But when the Communist Manifesto was published in 1848 it was also revolutionary in a deeper sense. It took the age-old struggle for a classless society out of the realm of utopian dreams and millenarian uprisings and put it firmly onto historical, materialist ground. Continue reading →
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		South African Trotskyist Hillel Ticktin first made a name for himself in the 1970s and 1980s, with a groundbreaking reexamination of the political economy of the USSR. Much of his work has been fragmentary, taking the form of short articles or occasional essays, quite often in polemical exchange with authority figures such as Ernest Mandel and Charles Bettelheim. Only two books have so far resulted from these efforts, published in close proximity to one another, both offering late reflections on systems about to collapse: The Politics of Race: Discrimination In South Africa (1991, on the old apartheid regime) and Origins of the Crisis in the USSR: Essays on the Political Economy of a Disintegrating System (1992, on the Soviet Union).

You can download these, along with numerous pieces from his journal Critique and the CPGB’s Weekly Worker by clicking on the links below:

	“Towards a Political Economy of the USSR”(1974)
	“Political Economy of the Soviet Intellectual”(1974)
	“The Capitalist Crisis and Current Trends in the USSR” (1975)
	“The Current Crisis and the Decline of a Superpower”(1976)
	“The Contradictions of Soviet Society and Professor Bettelheim” (1976)
	“The USSR: Beginning of the End?” (1977)
	“The Class Structure of the USSR and the Elite” (1978)
	“Rudolf Bahro: A Socialist Without a Working Class” (1979)
	“Socialism, the Market, and the State: Another View: Socialism vs. Proudhonism” (1979)
	“The Ambiguities of Ernest Mandel” (1980)
	“The Afghan War: The Crisis in the USSR” (1980)
	“The Victory and Tragedy of the Polish Working‐Class: Notes and Commentary on the Polish Events “ (1982)
	“Is Market Socialism Possible or Necessary?” (1984)
	“Andropov and His Inheritance: The Disintegration of the USSR under the Banner of Discipline” (1988)
	“The Contradictions of Gorbachev” (1988)
	“The Transitional Epoch, Finance Capital, and Britain: Part 1, The Political Economy of Declining Capitalism” (1988)
	“The Transitional Epoch, Finance Capital, and Britain: Part 2, The Origins and Nature of Finance Capital” (1989)
	“The Year After the Three General Secretaries: Change without Change” (1989)
	The Politics of Race: Discrimination in South Africa (1991)
	Origins of the Crisis in the USSR: Essays on the Political Economy of a Disintegrating System (1992)
	“The USSR after Chernobyl” (1993)
	“The Political Economy of Class in the Transitional Epoch” (1993)
	“Mikhail Gorbachev and Margaret Thatcher: Allies in Crisis” (1994)
	“The Decline of Capitalism” (1995)
	“The International Road to Chaos” (1995) (1995)
	“The Growth of an Impossible Capitalism” (1997)
	“What Will a Socialist Society be Like?” (1997)
	“The Nature of an Epoch of Declining Capitalism” (1998)
	“The Political‐Economic Nature of the Purges” (1999)
	“Lessons of the Russian Revolution” (2001)
	“Where are We Going Today? The Nature of Contemporary Crisis” (2001)
	“Theses on the Present Crisis” (2002)
	“Why the Transition Failed: Towards a Political Economy of the Post‐Soviet Period in Russia” (2002)
	“The Third Great Depression” (2003)
	“Towards a Political Economy of War in Capitalism, with Reference to the First World War” (2004)
	“Paul Sweezy — Marxist Political Economist, 1910-2004” (2004)
	“Marxism, Nationalism, and the National Question after Stalinism” (2005)
	“Political Consciousness and its Conditions at the Present Time” (2006)
	“Decline as a Concept, and Its Consequences” (2006)
	“A Critical Assessment of the Major Marxist Theories of the Political Economy of Modern Capitalism” (2006)
	“Political Economy and the End of Capitalism” (2007)
	“Don’t Revive Absurd Slogans” (2007)
	“1956 as the Year of Stalinist Upheaval and the Iconic Transfer of Imperialist Power to the USA” (2007)
	“Notes on Zionism and Other Matters” (2007)
	“Results and Prospects: Introduction toCritique’s Issue on 1968″ (2008)
	“A Marxist Theory of Freedom of Expression” (2009)
	“A Marxist Political Economy of Capitalist Instability and the Current Crisis” (2009)
	In Defense of Leon Trotsky” (2010)
	“The Crisis and the Capitalist System Today” (2010)
	“The Myths of Crisis: A New Turning Point in History?” (2011)
	“The Theory of Capitalist Disintegration” (2011)
	“Stalinism, Its Nature and Role” (2011)
	“Marx’s Specter Haunts the Wealthy and Powerful” (2011)
	“The Decline of Money” (2012)
	“Rosa Luxemburg’s Concept of Crisis in a Contemporary Theoretical Context” (2012)
	“From Finance Capital to Austerity Muddle” (2013)
	““Mandela: He was a Bourgeois Hero” (2013)
	“The Permanent Instability of Capitalism” (2014)
	“What is the Capitalist Strategy?” (2014)
	“The Period of Transition” (2016)
	“The Permanent Crisis: Decline, and Transition of Capitalism” (2017)
	“A Marxist Philosopher: István Mészáros, December 19, 1930-October 1, 2017” (2017)


Ticktin’s writings on the socioeconomic character of the Soviet Union have been immensely influential, inspiring groups like Aufheben as well as individuals like Neil C. Fernandez (whose dissertation he advised) and Christopher Arthur. He raises issues that every Marxian Sovietologist must work through, even if one disagrees with his conclusions. Below I will disaggregate his ideas in three parts, beginning with his politics vis-à-vis the CPGB (PCC), moving through his historic claims about the USSR vis-à-vis Fernandez and Paresh Chattopadhyay, and then finishing with some methodological and thematic notes again vis-à-vis Chattopadhyay. Continue reading →
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(Caricature depicting Postone on the left,

next to Karl Marx and Karl Liebknecht)

Yesterday morning I saw it announced across social media and on several sites, namely by Zer0 Books and Shades Magazine, that my former teacher Moishe Postone has died. I had known from friends close to his family that he was very ill, and heard they were taking him off life support this last weekend. So when news circulated that he had left us, I assumed it was fact and wrote the short tribute published here. Later, a fellow student of Moishe, Istvan Adorjan, contacted me to say the reports were false, and that he was still clinging to life (though probably not for much longer). Obviously, I did not intend to mislead anyone by passing along this information, since I believed it to be true, much less disrespect him or his loved ones.

As soon as I learned of the mistake, I tried to publicize as far as possible that Moishe was still alive. Many others had by then written premature obituaries, including Peter Frase of Jacobin, though he likewise went on to correct it. For some reason,Sebastian Budgen of Verso and Historical Materialism began alleging that that I’d invented the malicious rumor Moishe was dead, despite the fact Budgen had widely shared the false reports of his passing across multiple platforms hours before I even saw anything about it. Ironically, Budgen only learned Moishe was still alive at that point thanks to Brendan McGeever’s crosspost of my note. Nevertheless, he fulminated that I ought to be “boycotted like apartheid South Africa or Zionist Israel” (I can only imagine what Moishe would have said about that).

That the sad occasion of Moishe’s passing would be used by Budgen to perpetuate his silly beef with me is of course petty beyond belief, but it is not surprising, just as little as it should surprise anyone that sycophants hoping to get published by him would kiss his ass all over that status update. Regardless, I intend to dedicate the remainder of this post to the memory of Postone, without worrying about what these idiots might say. Jennifer Moran, a family friend, contacted me a couple hours ago to tell me she had just received a pastoral notice from the synagogue that the funeral will be held at Rodfei Zadek tomorrow. Goodbye, Moishe. You will be missed immensely.

When I attended his lectures on Capital almost ten years ago he was undergoing treatment for cancer, which was subsequently in remission. Apparently it came back. Still, if you haven’t read his groundbreaking contributions to the reinterpretation of Marx’s mature critique, you should do so without delay. His works in English and German can be downloaded below.

	with Helmut Reinicke, “On Nicolaus’ Introduction to the Grundrisse” (1974)
	“Review of Helmut Reinicke’s Revolt im bürgerliche Erbe: Gebrauchswert und Mikrologie” (1976)
	“Necessity, Labor-Time, and Social Domination” (1978)
	with Barbara Brick, “Critical Pessimism and the Limits of Traditional Marxism” (1982)
	mit Barbara Brick, „Kritischer Pessimismus und die Grenzen des traditionellen Marxismus” (1982)
	“Jean Cohen on Marxian Critical Theory” (1985)
	“Anti-Semitism and National Socialism: Notes on the German Reaction to Holocaust” (1986)
	„Nationalsozialismus und Antisemitismus: Ein theoretischer Versuch“ (1991)
	Time, Labor, and Social Domination: A Reinterpretation of Marx’s Critical Theory (1993)
	“Deconstruction as Social Critique: Derrida’sSpecters of Marx” (1998)
	“Contemporary Historical Transformations: Beyond Postindustrial Theory and Neo-Marxism” (1999)
	“Lukács and the Dialectical Critique of Capitalism” (2003)
	with Eric L. Santner (eds.), Catastrophe and Meaning: The Holocaust and the Twentieth Century (2003)
	“Critical Social Theory and the Contemporary World” (2005)
	„Geschichte und Ohnmacht“ (2005)
	“Critique, State, and Economy” (2006)
	“Rethinking Capital in Light of the Grundrisse” (2008)
	“Labor and the Logic of Abstraction: An Interview with Timothy Brennan” (2009)
	History and Heteronomy: Critical Essays (2009)
	“Zionism, Antisemitism, and the Left: An Interview with Martin Thomas” (2010)
	“Critique and Dogmatism” (2011)
	with Harry Hartoonian, “Exigency of Time: A Conversation” (2012)
	“Antisemitism and Reactionary Anticapitalism”(2016)
	“That Capital Has Limits does Not Mean that It Will Collapse: An Interview with Frank Ruda and Agon Hamza” (2016)
	“Critical Theory and the Historical Transformations of Capitalist Modernity” (2017)


An interview with Postone, published almost exactly ten years ago, can be read following a photograph showing him visiting the grave of the Frankfurt School critical theorist Herbert Marcuse. For worthwhile critical engagements with Postone’s Time, Labor, and Social Domination, see Loren Goldner’s appreciative “Critique of Pure Theory: Moishe Postone’s Dialectic of the Abstract and Abstract” (2003), Michael Heinrich’s somewhat captious “Too Much Production: Postone’s New Interpretation of Marx’s Theory Provides a Categorical Critique with Deficits” (2004), Chris Arthur’s “Subject and Counter-Subject” (2004), Slavoj Žižek’s sustained reading of it in Living in the End Times (2009), and Chris Cutrone’s “When was the Crisis of Capitalism? Moishe Postone and the Legacy of the 1960s New Left” (2014).

 Marx after Marxism:

An interview with Moishe Postone

Benjamin Blumberg & Pam Nogales

Platypus Review 3 | March 1, 2008

 

BB: We would like to begin by asking some questions about your early engagement with Marxism and the impetus for your contribution to it. Very basically, how did you come upon Marx?

MP: I went through various stages. My first encounter was, as is the case with many people, the Communist Manifesto, which I thought was… rousing, and not really relevant. For me, in the 1960s, I thought it was a kind of a feel-good manifesto, not that it had been that in its own time, but that it no longer was really very relevant. Also, hearing the remnants of the old Left that were still around campus — Trotskyists and Stalinists arguing with one another — I thought that most of it was pretty removed from people’s concerns. It had a museum quality to it. So, I considered myself, in some vague sense, critical, or Left, or then the word was “radical,” but not particularly Marxist. I was very interested in issues of socialism, but that isn’t necessarily the same as Marxism.

Then I discovered, as did many in my generation, the 1844 Manuscripts. I thought they were fantastic… At that point, however, I still bought into the notion, very widespread then, that the young Marx really had something to say and that then, alas, he became a Victorian and that his thought became petrified. A turning point for me was an article, “The Unknown Marx,” written by Martin Nicolaus while translating the Grundrisse in 1967. Its hints at the richness of the Grundrisse blew me away. Continue reading →
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The writings of the Trinidadian Marxist and revolutionary Cyril Lionel Robert James contain some of the noblest reflections on human freedom ever put to page. Obviously the present author does not agree with all of James’ arguments, especially those concerning national self-determination as a step toward global emancipation. Eventually this mistaken belief led him to extend his “critical support” to Fidel Castro’s Cuba and Mao Tse-Tung’s China, as Matthew Quest has amply shown for Insurgent Notes. Nevertheless, there is much to be gained from reading the works of James.

Postcolonial theorists in particular would do well to learn from his appreciation of the universal achievements of capitalist modernity. “I denounce European colonialism,” he wrote in 1980. “But I respect the learning and profound discoveries of Western civilization.” Similarly, James always insisted that “the race question is subsidiary to the class question in politics.” He stressed in his landmark study of The Black Jacobins that “to think of imperialism in terms of race would be disastrous.” Whiteboy academic Chris Taylor, who blogs under the handle Of C.L.R. James, ought to take note.

James might well be denounced as a “class reductionist” these days for his 1960 speech before an audience in Trinidad. “The great problem of the United States,” he declared, “with all due respect to the color of the majority of my audience, is not the ‘negro question’… If the question of workers’ independent political organization were solved, the ‘negro question’ would be solved. As long as this is not solved the ‘negro question’ will never be solved.” From first to last, James remained a Marxist in his strict emphasis on the primacy of working-class autonomy.

Even as the yoke of colonial oppression was finally being lifted, in 1958, he maintained: “We are breaking the old connections, and have to establish new ones… Let us not repel [onlookers] by showing them that we are governed by the same narrow nationalist and particularist conceptions which have caused so much mischief in Europe and elsewhere… Help [from the rest of the world] is precious and, far from being a purely economic question, is a social and political necessity. Industrial expansion is not merely a question of material forces but of human relations.”

Zimbabwe is only the latest example of a failed postcolonial state. Apart from a few stray tankies like Caleb Maupin — who somehow still contends that Mugabe was not a dictator, despite having ruled the country for 37 years straight — not too many tears have been shed on account of the African leader’s sudden downfall. No one, except for brazen racists and white nationalists, longs for a return to colonial times or the restoration of Rhodesia. Yet Zimbabwe is proof that underdevelopment was not solely due to colonialism. The once-rich nation has plummeted into poverty over the past couple decades.

Moreover, I feel vindicated by James’ skepticism toward cultural studies programs. Jewish studies, to speak only of the discipline that’s grown up around my culture of origin, have always seemed to me a colossal waste of time. “I do not know, as a Marxist, black studies as such,” James told students in 1968, “but simply the struggle of people against tyranny and oppression in a certain social and political setting [capitalism]. During the last two hundred years, in particular, it’s impossible to separate black studies from white studies in any theoretical point of view.”

Regardless, enough from me already. You can download the following works by James by clicking on the links below:

	At the Rendezvous of Victory: Selected Writings, 1931-1981
	The Life of Captain Cipriani: An Account of British Government in the West Indies (1932)
	Toussaint Louverture: The Story of the Only Successful Slave Revolt in History; A Play in Three Acts (1934-1936)
	World Revolution, 1917-1936 (1937)
	A History of Pan-African Revolt (1938)
	The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the Haitian Revolution (1938)
	On the “Negro Question” (1939-1950)
	“Historical Retrogression or Socialist Revolution?” (1946)
	with Raya Dunayevskaya, A New Notion: The Invading Socialist Society and Every Cook Can Govern (1947, 1956)
	Notes on Dialectics: Hegel, Marx, Lenin (1948)
	with Grace Lee Boggs and Raya Dunayevskaya, State Capitalism and World Revolution (1950)
	Mariners, Renegades, and Castaways: The Story of Herman Melville and the World We Live In (1952)
	The Nobbie Stories for Children and Adults (1953-1956)
	Modern Politics (1960)
	Beyond a Boundary (1963)
	Marxism for Our Times: On Revolutionary Organization (1963-1981)
	“Wilson Harris and the Existentialist Doctrine” (1965)
	Lectures on The Black Jacobins (1970)
	with Grace Lee and Cornelius Castoriadis, Facing Reality (1974)


And you can download the following pieces of secondary literature:

	Louise Cripps, C.L.R. James: Memories and Commentaries (1997)
	Aldon Lynn Nielsen, C.L.R. James: A Critical Introduction (1997)
	Frank Rosengarten, Urbane Revolutionary: C.L.R. James and the Struggle for a New Society (2008)
	Ornette D. Clennon, The Polemics of C.L.R. James and Contemporary Black Activism (2017)
	Beyond Boundaries: C.L.R. James and Postnational Studies (2006)
	C.L.R. James’ Caribbean (1992)
	The Black Jacobins Reader (2017)
	Christian Høgsbjerg, C.L.R. James in Imperial Britain (2014)


What follows is an exploration of the affinities between James and the Frankfurt School critical theorist Theodor Adorno, written by the Italian Marxist Enzo Traverso as part of his new book Left-Wing Melancholia: Marxism, History, and Memory (2016). It adopts the speculative form of a “missed encounter,” or desencuentro, which Bruno Bosteels has theorized as obeying a logic of “structural-historical antagonism or constitutive discontent.” Oddly, however, the two men actually met on more than one occasion, as Traverso begins by pointing out.

Traverso is more than a bit unfair to Adorno in characterizing, really caricaturing, him as “an aristocratic Marxist ‘mandarin’ affected by an incurable phobia of images and popular music.” Colonial racism was never the focus of Adorno’s thought, to be sure, but neither was metropolitan antisemitism the focus of James’ thought. Still, the former made clear in a late work that “even the old theories of imperialism have not been rendered obsolete by the great powers’ withdrawal from their colonies. The process they described survives today in the conflicts between the two monstrous power blocs.”

James and Adorno do indeed share many similarities, as Traverso otherwise skillfully elaborates.



A missed dialogue

Enzo Traverso

New York: 2016

.

.

Let us go ahead… and compare two thinkers who embody the legacy of Marx. Adorno depicted the “dialectic of Enlightenment,” abandoning the idea of progress and extracting from Marx’s theory of reification a critique of instrumental reason. His melancholy, analytical gaze focused on Western totalitarianism and completely ignored the colonial world. C.L.R. James, on the other hand, scrutinized modernity as imperial domination, shifting its core from the West to the South and emphasizing the emancipatory potentialities of the colonized subjects. Both of them developed and enriched some premises of Marx’s theory. Western Marxism and anticolonial Marxism, nevertheless, remained two separate intellectual continents.

The name of C.L.R. James never appears in the Gesammelte Schriften of Theodor W. Adorno, or the name of the Frankfurt philosopher in the impressive work of the author of Black Jacobins. Thus, it is quite surprising to discover that they met a couple of times during the 1940s.1 They met for lunch in New York, near the New School for Social Research — probably thanks to their common friend Herbert Marcuse — when Manhattan was a crossroads between the trajectories of German-Jewish exiles and the Black Atlantic.2 There is no doubt that it was a failed encounter, and we can legitimately suppose that they met only to acknowledge their mutual dislike and incomprehension. We should try to explain why a dialogue between them did not take place — why it was, perhaps, impossible — adding that nevertheless this wasted opportunity was damaging for both of them. We are compelled to think in terms of counterfactual intellectual history in order to imagine the possible results of a dialogue that did not take place. Continue reading →
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The fate of the avant-garde

Incepto Ne Desistam
			This blog is intended to serve as a place where I can share my work and thoughts online. On the one hand, it will provide a convenient place for me to store an online portfolio for future reference. At the same time, I am interested in connecting and engaging with others who are interested in the subjects it covers.

Disclaimer: Needless to say, all of the opinions expressed on my blog are mine alone, unless otherwise indicated. They do not necessarily reflect the views of any other group or organization. No one else is responsible for them. That being said, any comments, questions, and criticisms are welcome.
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			“Comrades!

The twin fires of war and revolution have devastated both our souls and our cities.  The palaces of yesterday’s grandeur stand as burnt-out skeletons.  The ruined cities await new builders[…]

To you who accept the legacy of Russia, to you who will (I believe!) tomorrow become masters of the whole world, I address the question: with what fantastic structures will you cover the fires of yesterday?” ⎯ Vladimir Maiakovskii, “An Open Letter to the Workers” (1918)

“Utopia transforms itself into actuality.  The fairy tale becomes a reality.  The contours of socialism will become overgrown with iron flesh, filled with electric blood, and begin to dwell full of life.  The speed of socialist building outstrips the most audacious daring.  In this lies the distinctive character and essence of the epoch.” ⎯ I. Chernia,“The Cities of Socialism” (1929)

“The idea of the conquest of the substructure, the earthbound, can be extended even further and calls for the conquest of gravity as such.  It demands floating structures, a physical-dynamic architecture.” ⎯ El Lissitzky, The Reconstruction of Architecture in the Soviet Union (1929)
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