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INTRODUCTION.
I.

Tm

SIGNIFICANCK OF

K

MARx.

ARL MARX belongs to the ranks of those
philosophieal and sociological thinkers wbo
throw potent thought-ferment into the world,
and set in motion the masses of mankind. They
awaken slumbering doubts and contradictions. They
proclaim new modes of thought, new social forms.
Their systems may sooner or later become obsolete,
and the ruthless march of time may finally overthrow their intellectual edifice; meanwhile, however,
they stimulate into activity the minds of countiess
men, inßame countiess human hearts, imprinting
on them characteristics which are transmitted to
coming generations.
This is the grandest and finest
work to which any human being can be ealled,
Because these thinkers have lived and worked, their
contemporaries and successors think more c1earIy, feel
more intenseIy, and are rioher in knowledge and sellconsciousness.
The history of philosophy and of social science is
comprised in such systems and generalisations. They
are the index to the annals of mankind. None of
these systems is compiete, none comprehends a1l human
motives and capacities, none exhausts all the forces
and currents of human society. They all express only
fragmentary tmths, which, however, become effective
and achieve snecess because they are shining lights
amidst the inteUectual confusion of the generation
which gives them birth, bringing it to a eonsclousness
ix .
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of the questions of the time, rendering its further
development less difficult, and enabling its strongest
spirits to stand erect, with fixity of purpose, in critical
periods.
Hegel expresses himself in a similar sense where he
remarks: "When the refutation of a philosophy is
spoken of, this is usually meant in an abstract
negative (completely destructive) sense, so that the
confuted philosophy has no longer any validity whatever, and is set aside and done with. If this be so,
the study of the history of philosophy must be
regarded as a thoroughly depressing business, seeing
that this study teaches that every system of philosophy
which has arisen in the course of time has found its
refutation. But if it is as good as granted that every
philosophy has been refuted, yet at the same time
it must be also asserted that no philosophy has been
refuted, nor ever can be refuted • . . for every
philosophical system is to be considered as the
presentation of a particular moment or a particular
stage in the evolutionary process of the idea, Thc
history of philosophy . . • is not, in its totality,
a gallery of the aberrations of the human intellect, but
i8 rather to be compared to a pantheon of deities, "
_(U Hegel, Encyclopredia," vol. 1, section 86,
note 2.)
What Hegel says here about philosophy is true also
of systems of social science, and styles and forms in
arte The displacement of one system by another
reflects the historical sequence of the various stages
of social evolution. The characteristic which ls
eommon to an these systems is their vitality.
In spit.e of their defects and diftlculties there surges
through them a living spirit from the influence of which
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contemporaries cannot escape. Opponents may put
themselves tu endless trouble to eontradict such
systems, and show up their sbortcomings and inconsisteneies, and yet, with all their pains, they do not
succeed in attaining their object; their logical sapping
and mining, their passionate attacks break against the
vital spirit wbich tbe creative genius has breathed into
his work. The deep impression made on us by this
vitality is one of tbe main fsctors in the formation (lf
our judgments upon scientific and artistic achievements. Mere formal perfection and beauty through
wbich the life of the times does not throb can never
create this impression.
Walter Scott, wbo was often reproached with defeets
and inconsistencies in the construction of bis novels,
once made answer with tbe following anecdote: A
French sculptor, who had taken up his abode in Rome,
was fond of taking to the Capitol bis artistically
inclined countrymen wbo were travelling in Italy, to
show them the equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius,
on wbich occasions he was at pains to demonstrate that
the horse was defectively modelled, and did not meet
tbe requirements of anatomy. After one of these
criticisms a visitor urged him to prove his case in a
concrete form by constructing a horse on correct
artistic principles. The critic set to work, and when,
alter the lapse of a year, his friends were again
visiting Rome, exhibited to them bis horse, It was
anatomically perfect. Proudly he had it brought tu
the Capitol, in order to compare both productions and
80 celebrate bis triumph,
Quite absorbed in his
critical comparlson, the French sculptor after a while
gave way to a burst of genuine artistic feeling, wbicb
caused him pathetically to exclaim, "Et pourtant
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cette Mte-la est vivante, et la mienne est morle / "
(And yet that animal is alive, while mine is dead.)
Quite a number of Marxian critics find themselves
in the same position as the hypercritical French
seulptor, Their formal and logically complete
economic doctrines and systems of historical philosophy, provided with pedantically correct details and
definitions, remain dead and ineffective. They do not
put us into contact with the relations of the time,
whereas Marx has bequeathed both to the educated
and the uneducated, to bis readers and to non-readers,
a multitude of ideas and expressions relating to social
scienee, which have become current throughout the
whole world.
In Petrograd and in Tokio, in Berlin and in London,
in Paris and in Pittsburg, people speak of capital and
of the capitalist system, of means of production and
of the class struggle; of Reform and Revolution; o!
the Proletariat and of Socialism. The extent of Marx's
influence is shown by the economic explanation of the
worId-war, wbich is even accepted by the most decided
opponents of the materialist conception of history• A
generation after Marx's death, the sovereignty of
Capital shrinks visibly, works' committees and shops'
stewards intcrfcre with the productive processes,
Socialists and Labour men fill the Parliaments,
working men and their representatives rise to or take
by storm the highest position of political power in
States and Empires. Many of their triumphs would
scareely have received Marx's approval. His theory,
white-hot with indomitable passion, demanded that
the new tables of the Law should be given to men
amidst thunder and lightning. Hut still tbe essential
thing is that the proletariat is loosening its bonds, even
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if it does not burst them noisily asunder, We find
ourselves in the finit stages of the evolution of Soeialist
society, Through whatever forms this evolutionary
process may pass in its logical development, this mueh
is certain, that only by active thought on the part
of SociaJists and by the loyal co-operation of the
workers can it be brought to its perlection.
We are already using Hegelian expressions, and
must therefore pause here to note briefty Hegel's
contribution to the subject. Without a knowledge of
this, no one can be in a position to appreciate the
important factors in the Jife and inftuence of Maa,
or even to understand his first intellectual achievements during his student years.

H.

THE WORK OF HEGEL.

Until towards the end of the eighteenth century,
Iearned and unleamed, philosophers and phiJistines,
had some such general notions as the following. The
world has either been created, or it has existed from
eternity. It is either govemed by a personal, supernatural god or universal spirit, or it is kept going by
nature, like some deJicate maehine, It exists in
accordanee with etemal laws, and is perleet, ordained
to fulfil some design, and eonstant. The things and
beings whieh are found in it are divided into kinds,
species and elasses, All is fixed, constant and etemal,
Things and beings are eontiguous in spaee, and
sueeeed one another in time, as they have done ever
sinee time was. It is the same with the incidents and
events of the world and of mankind, Sueh eommon
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proverbs as " There is nothing new under the sun "
and "History repeats itself" are but the popular
expression of this view.
Correlative to this philosophy was Logic, or the
science of the laws of thinking (Greek logos-reason,
word), It taught how men should use their reason,
how they should express themselves reasonably, how
concepts arise (in what mannet, for example, the
human understanding arrived at the concepts stone,
tree, animal, man, virtue, vice, etc.}; further, how
such concepts are combined into judgments (propositions), and finally, how conclusions are drawn from
these judgments. This logic exhibited the intellectual
processes of the human mind. It was founded by the
Greek philosopher, Aristotle (884 to 822 B.C.), and
remained essentially unaltered untiI the beginning of
the nineteenth century, in the same way as our wholc
conception of the universe remained unchanged. This
science of human intellectual processes was based on
three original laws of thought, which best characterise
it, Just as an examining magistrate looks a prisoner
in the face, and identifies him, so that uncertainty and
contradiction may be avoided, so this logic began by
establishing the identity of the conceptions with which
it was to operate, Consequently, it established as thc
first law of thought the Principle of Identity, whieh
runs as folIows: A =A, i.e., each thing, each being, is
like itself; it possesses an individuality of its own,
peculiar to itself. To put it more clearly, this principle affirms that the earth is the earth, astate is a
state, Capital is Capital, Socialism is Socialism ,
From this proceeds the second law of thought, the
Principle of Contradiction. A cannot be A and
not-A. Or following our example given above, the
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earth cannot be the earth and a ball of fire; aState
cannot be aState and an Anarchy; Capital cannot be
Capital and Poverty; Socialism cannot be Soeialism
and Individualism. Therefore there must be no contradictions, for a thing wbich contradicts itself is
nonsense ; where, however, this occurs either in
actuality or in thought, it is only an aceidentel exception to the rule, as it were, or a passing and irregular
phenomenon.
From this law of thought follows directly the third,
viz., the Principle of the E:xcluded Middle. A thing
is either A or non-A; there is no middle term. Or,
according to our example, the earth is either asolid
body, or, if it is not solid, it is no earth; there is no
middle term, The State is either monarchical, or, if
it is not monarchieal, it is no State. Capitalism 1S
either oppressive, or altogether not Capitalism. Socialism is either revolutionary, or not Socialism at a11;
there is no middle term, (Socialism is either reformist,
or not Socialism at an; there is no middle term.)
With these tbree intellectual laws of identity, of
contradiction, and of the excluded middle, formal
logic begins.
It is at once apparent that this logic operates witb
rigid, constant, unchanging, dogmatic conceptions,
something like geometry, which deals with definitely
bounded spatial forms. Such was the rationale of tbe
old world-philosophy.
By tbe beginning of the nineteenth century a new
conception of the world had begun to make its way.
The world, 8S we see it, or get to know it from books,
was neither created, nor has it existed from time
immemorial, but has developed in the course of
uncounted thousands of years, and is still in process

xvi

LIFE AND TEACHING OF KARL MARX

of development. It has traversed a whole series of
changes, transformations, and catastrophes. The
earth was a gaseous mass, then a ball of fire; the
species and classes of things and beings wbich exist
on the earth have partly arisen by gradual transition
from one sort into another, and partly made their
appearance as a result of sudden changes, And in
human history it is the same as in nature; the form
and significance of the family, of the State, of production, of religion, of law, etc., are subjected to a
process of development. All things are in ßux, in a
state of becoming, of arising and disappearing. There
is nothing rigid, eonstant, unchanging in the Cosmos,
In view of the new eonception, the old formal logic
could no longer satisfy the intellect; it could not
adequately deal with things in astate of evolution.
In ever-increasing measure it became impossible for
the thinker to work with hard and fast eoneeptions,
From the beginning of the nineteenth century a new
logic was sought, and it was G. W. F. Hegel (17701881) who made a comprehensive and thoroughly
painstaking endeavour to formulate a new logic in
accordanee with the universal poocess of evolution.
Tbis task appeared to him to be the more urgent, 9S
bis whole philosophy aimed at bringing thought and
being, reason and the universe, into the closest
connection and agreement, dealing with them as
inseparable Irom eaeh other, regarding them as identical, and representing the universe as the gradual
embodiment of Reason. "What is reasonable is real;
what is real is reasonable." The task of philosophy
is to comprehend what is, Every individual is the
child of his time. Even philosophy is its time grasped
in thought. No individual can overleap his time.

INTRODUCTlON

xvii

(Pref. to Phil, of Law.) It is evident that, in bis
way, Hegel was no abstract thinker, divorced Irom
actuality, and speculating at large. Rather he set
hirnself to give material content to the abstract and
purely ideal, to make it concrete, in fact. The idea
without reality, or reality without the idea, seemed
to him unthinkable, Accordingly his logic could not
deal merely with the laws of thought, but must at the
same time take account of the laws of cosmic evolution. Merely to play with the forms of thought, and
to fence with ideas, as the old logicians, especially in
the Middle Ages, were wont to do, seemed to him a
useless, abstract, unreal operation, He, therefore,
created a science of thinking, which formulated not
only the laws of thought, but also the laws of
evolution, albeit, unfortunately, in a language which
offered immense difficulties to bis readers,
The essence of bis logic is the dialectic.
By dialectic the old Greeks understood the art of
discourse and rejoinder, the refutation of an opponent
by the destruction of bis assertions and proofs, the
bringing into relief of the contradictions and antitheses.
When examined closely, this art of discussion, in spite
of its contradictory and apparently negative (destructive) intellectual work, is seen to be very useful,
because, out of the clash of opposing opinions, it
brings forth the truth and stimulates to deeper
thought. Hegel seized hold of this expression, and
named bis logical method after it, This is the dialectical method, or the manner of conceiving the things
and beings of the universe as in the process of
becoming, through the struggle of contradictory
elements and their resolution. With its aid, he brings
to judgment the three original laws of thought which
B
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have already been alluded 10. The principle of
identity is an abstract, incomplete truth, for it
separates a thing from the variety of other things, and
its relations 10 them. Everybody will see this 10 be
true. Let us take the proposition: the earth is the
earth. Whoever hears the first three words of this
proposition naturally expects that what is predicated
of the earth should tell him something which distinguishes the earth from other things. Instead of this,
he is offered an empty, hard and fast identity, the
dead husk of an idea, If the principle of identity is
at best only an incomplete truth, the principles of
contradiction and of the excluded middle are complete
untruths. Far from making a thought nonsense,
contradiction is the very thing which unfolds and
develops the thought, and hence, 100, the object which
it expresses. It is precisely opposition, or antithesis,
which sets things in motion, which is the mainspring
of evolution, which calls forth and develops the latent
forces and powers of being. Rad the earth as a fiery,
gaseous mass remained in that state, without the
contradiction, that is, the cooling snd condensation,
taking place, then no life would have appeared on it,
Rad the State remained autocratic, and the eontradictory principle, middle-elass freedom, been absent,
then the life of the State would have become rigid,
and the bloom of culture rendered impossible. Rad
Capitalism remained without its proletarian contradietion, then it would have reverted 10 an industrial
feudalism. It is the contradiction, or the antithesis,
which brings into being the whole kingdom of the
potentialities and gifts of nature and of humanity.
Only when the contradictory begins 10 reveal itself
does evolution 10 a higher plane of thought and
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existence begin. It is obvious that we are not eoncemed here with logical contradictions, which usually
arise from unclear thinking or from confusion in the
presentation of facts; Hegel, and after him Marx,
dealt rather with real contradietions, with antitheses
and conßicts, as they arise of themselves in the process
of evolution of things and conditions.
The thing or the being, against which the contradiction operates, was called by Hegel the Positive, and
the contradiction, the antagonistic element, or the
antithesis, he ealled the Negation. As may be seen
from our example, this negation is not mere annihilation, not aresolution int nothing, but a clearing away
and a building up at the same time; a disappearanee
and a coming into existence; a movement to a higher
stage, Hegel says in this connection : " It has been
hitherto one 01 the rooted prejudiees of logie and a
eommonly accepted belief that the contradietion is not
so essential or so inherent a eharacteristie (in thought
and existenee) as the identity. Yet in eomparison
with it the identity is, in truth, but the characteristie
of what is simply and direetly perceived, of lifeless
existenee. The contradiction, however, is the source
of all movement and life; only in so far as it eontains
a contradiction ean anything have movement, power,
and effeet."
The part played by the contradiction, the antithesis,
or the negation very easily eseapes a superficial
observer. He sees, indeed, that the world is filled with
a variety of things, and that where anything is there
is also its opposite; e.g., existenee--non-existence,
cold-heat, light-darkness, mildness-harshness,
pleasure--pain, joy-sorrow, riehes-poverty, Capital
-Labour, life--death, virtue--vice, Idealism-
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Materialism, Romanticism-Classicism, etc., but
superficial thought does not realise that it is faced
with a world of contradictions and antitheses ; it only
knows that the world is full of varied and manifold
things, "Only active reason," says Hegel, " reduced
the mere multiplicity and diversity of phenomena to
antithesis, And only when pushed to this point do
the manifold phenomena become active and mutually
stimulating, producing the state of negation, which
is the very heart-beat of progress and life." Only
through their differentiation and unfolding as opposing
forces and factors is further progress beyond the
antithesis to a higher positive stage made possible.
" Where, however," continues Hegel, " the power to
develop the contradiction and bring it to a head is
lacking, the thing or the being is shattered on the
contradiction."-(Hegel, " Science of Logic," Pt. 1,
Sec. 2, pp. 66, 69, 70.)
This thought of Hegel's is of extraordinary importance for the understanding of Marxism. It is the
soul of the Marxian doctrine of the class-struggle, nay,
of the whole Marxian system. One may say that
Marx is always on the look-out for contradictions
within the social development, for wherever the eontradiction (antithesis-class struggle) shows itself,
there begins, according to Marx-Hegel, the progress
to a higher plane. *
We have now become familiar with two expressions
of the dialectical method, the positive and the negation. Wehave seen the first two stages of the process
of growth in thought and in reality. The process is
not yet complete, It still requires a third stage.
• In one of the later chapters the reader will lind the serles of
contradictIons dlscovered by Man: in the evolution of capltallsm.
the Economlc Doetrlne." Chapter 8, .. Eeonomle
See. IV", .. Outllnes
Contradietlons."

0'
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This third step Hegel called the Negation of the
Negation. With the continued operation of the
negation, a new thing or being comes into existence.
To revert to our examples: the complete cooling
and condensation of the earth's crust : the rise of the
middle-class State: the victory of the Proletariat:
these things represent the suspension or the setting
aside of the Negation; the contradiction is thus
resolved, and a new stage in the process of evolution
is reached, The expressions Positive (or affirmation),
Negation, and Negation of the Negation, are also
known as thesis, antithesis, and synthesis.
In order to understand this more distinctly, and to
visualise it, let us consider an egg. It is something
positive, but it contains a gernl, which, awakening to
life, gradually consumes (i.e., negatives) the contents
of the egg. This negation is, however, no mere
destruction and annihilation; on the contrary, it
results in the germ developing into a living thing.
The negation being complete, the chick breaks through
the egg shell, This represents the negation of the
negation, whereby there has arisen something
organically higher than an egg.
This mode of procedure in human thinking and in
the operations of nature and history Hegel called the
dialectical method, or the dialectical process, It is
evident that the dialectic is at the same time a method
of investigation and a philosophy. Hegel outlines his
dialectic in the following words :
" The only thing which is required for scientific
progress, an elementary principle for the understanding of which one should really strive, is the recognition
of the logical principle that the negative is just as
much a positive, or that the contradictory does not
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resolve into nothing, into an abstract nothingness,
but actually only into the negation of a special content.
• . • In so far as the resultant, the negation, is a
definite negation, it has a content. It is a new eonception, but a higher and richer conception than the
preceding one; for it has been enriched by the
negation or antitheais of this; it therefore contains it
and more than contains it, being indeed the synthetic
unity of itself and its contrary. In this way the
system of concepts has to be formed-and is to be
perlected by a continual and purely intellectual
process which is independent of outside influences."
-(Hegel, "Science of Logic" (German), Bk. I.,
Introduction.)
The dialectical process completes itself not only by
gradual transitions, but also by leaps,
Hegel
remarks:
" It has been said that there are no sudden leaps
in nature, and it is a common notion that things have
their origin through gradual increase or deerease,
But there is also such a thing as sudden transformation from quantity into quality. For example, water
does not become gradually hard on cooling, becoming
first pulpy and ultimately attaining the rigidity of
ice, but tums hard at once, If the temperature be
lowered to a certain degree, the water is suddenly
changed into ice, Le., the quantity-the number of
degrees of temperature-is transformed into qualitya change in the nature of the thing.-(" Logic "
(German), Pt. 1, Sec. 1, p. 4641, Ed. 1841.)
Marx handled this method with unsurpassed
mastery; with its aid he formulated the laws of the
evolution of Socialism. In his earliest works, " Tbe
Holy Family" (1844) and the "Poverty of
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his " Capital," it is with the dialectie of Hegel that
he investigates these laws.
" Proletariat and Riches (later Marx would have
said Capital) are antitheses. As such they constitute
a whole; both are manifestations of the world of
private property. The question to be considered is
the specific position wbich both occupy in the antithesis, To describe them as two sides of a whole is
not a sufficient explanation. Private property as
private property, as riches, is compelled to preserve
its own existence, and along with it that of its antithesis, the Proletariat. Private property satisfied in
itself is the positive side of the antithesis. The
Proletariat, on the other hand, is obliged, as Proletariat, to abolish itself, and along with it private
property, its conditioned antithesis, which makes it
the Proletariat. It is a negative side of the antithesis,
the internal source of unrest, the disintegrated and
disintegrating Proletariat.
• Within the antithesis, therefore, the owner of private property is the
conservative, and the proletarian is the destructive
party. From the former proceeds the action of maintaining the antithesis, from the latter the action of
destroying it, From the point of view of its national,
economic movement, private property is, of course,
continually being driven towards its own dissolution,
but only by an unconscious development which is
independent of it, and which exists against its will,
and is limited by the nature of things; only, that is,
by creating the Proletariat as proletariat, poverty
conscious of its own physical and spiritual poverty,
and demoralised humanity conscious of its own
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demoralisation and consequently striving against it.
" The Proletariat fulfils the judgment which private
property by the creation of the Proletariat suspends
over itself, just as it fulfils the judgment which wagelabour suspends over itself in creating alien riches and
its own eondemnation, If the Proletariat triumphs,
it does not thereby become the absolute side of society,
for it triumphs only by abolishing itself and its
opposite. In this way both the Proletariat and its
conditioned opposite, private property, are done away
with."*
The dialectical method is again described in a few
sentences on pages 420-421 of the third volume of
" Capital " (German), where we read : " In so far as
the labour process operates merely between man and
nature, its simple elements are common to every form
of its social development. But any given historical
form of this process further develops its material
foundations and its social forms. When it has
attained a certain degree of maturity the given
historical form is cast off and makes room for a
higher one,
That the moment of such a crisis
has arrived is shown as soon 8S there is a
deepening and widening of the contradiction and
antithesis between the conditions of distribution, and
consequently also the existing historieal form of the
conditions of production corresponding to them, on
the one hand, and the forces of production, productive
capacity, and the state of evolution of its agents, on
the other, There then arises a conßict between the
material development of production and its eorresponding social form."
• Man: , In .. The Hol,. Faml\,." (18«), reprlnted b,. MehrIng In the
"Collected Works or Litera". Remalos of Man: and Engels," TOI. 11.,
p.lf1t.
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But the Hegelian dialectic appears most strikingly in
the famous twenty-fourth chapter (sec. 7) of the first
volume of " Capital " (German), where the evolution
of capitalism from sm all middle-class ownership
through all phases up to the Soeialist revolution is
comprehensively outlined in hold strokes: "The
capitalist method of appropriation, which springs from
the capitalist method of production, and therefore
capitalist private property, is the first negation of
individual private property based on one's own labour.
But capitalist production begets with the inevitableness of a natural process its own negation. It is the
negation of the negation." Here we have the three
stages : the thesis-private property; the antithesiscapitalism; the synthesis-common ownership.
Of critical soeial writers outside Germany it was
Proudhon, in particular, who, in his works " What is
Property? " and "Economic Contradictions, or the
Philosophy of Povcrty" (1840, 1846), attempted to
use the Hegelian dialectic. The fact that he gave his
chief book the title "Economic Contradictions"
shows that Proudhon was largely preoccupicd with
Heget
Nevertheless, he did not get below the
surface ; he used the Hegelian formulse quite
mechanically, and lacked the conception of an
immanent process of development (the forwardimpelling force within the soeial organism),
If we look at the dialectical method as here presented, Hegel might be taken for a materialist thinker.
Such a notion would be erroneous, For Hegel is an
idealist: the origin and essence of the process of
growth is to he sought, according to him, not in
material forces, but in the logical idea, reason, the
universal spirit, the absolute, or-in its religious
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expression-God. Before Heacre ted the world He
is to be regarded as an Idea, containing within itself
a11 forms of being, which it develops dialectically.
The idea creates for itself a material embodiment; it
first expresses itself in the objects of inorganic nature ;
then in plants, organisms wherein life awakens; then
in animals, in which the Idea attains to the twilight
of reason; finally , in men, where reason rises into
mind and achieves self-consciousness and Ireedom,
As self-conscious mind it expresses itself in the history
of peoples, in religion, art and philosophy, in human
institutions, in the family and in law, until it realises
itself in the State as its latest and highest object.
According to Hegel, then, the universal ldea
develops into Godhead in proportion as the material
world rises from the inorganic to the organie, and,
fina11y, to man. In the mental part of man, the Idea
arrives at self-consciousness and freedom and becomes
God. In his cosmology, Hegel is a direct descendant
of the German mystics, Sebastion Franck and Jacob
Boehme, He was in a much higher degree German
than any of the German philosophers since Leibnitz.
The strangest thing, however, is that Germanism,
Protestantism, and the Prussian State appeared to
Hegel as the highest expression of the universal
mind. Particularly the Prussian State as it existed
before March, 1848, with its repudiation of a11 middleclass reforms and liberalism (of any kind), and its
basis of strong govemmental force.
There is Httle purpose in trying to acquire a logical
conception of Hegelian cosmology. It is not only
idealist, but, as we said, mystical; it is as inconceivable to human reason as the biblical ;
it is irrational, and lies beyond the sphere of
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reason. Making the universe arise out of pure reason,
out of the logical idea, developing through the dialectical process with a consciousness of freedom, it yet
concludes in unreason and an obstinate determinism.
In Liberalism Hegel saw only a simple negation, a
purely destructive Iactor, which disintegrates the
State and resolves it into individuals, thus depriving
it of all cohesion and organising strength. He blamed
Parliamentarism for demanding "that everything
should take place through their (the individuals)
expressed power and consent. The will of the many
overtums the Ministry, and what was the Opposition
now takes control, but, so far as it is the Government,
the latter finds the many against it, Thus agitation
and unrest continue. This collision, this knot, this
problem, is what confronts history, a problem which
it must resolve at some future time." One would
have thought that it was precisely Parliamentarism,
with its unrest and agitation, its antitheses and
antagonisms, which would have had a special attraction for Hegel, but nevertheless he tumed aside from
it. How is this to be explained ?
Hegel's relation to the Prussian State is to be
accounted for by bis strong patriotic sentiments. His
disposition inclined him strongly to nationalism in
politics, In bis early manhood he witnessed the
complete dissolution of the German Empire, and
deeply bewailed the wretchedness of German conditions. He wrote: " Germany is no longer aState j
even the wars which Germany waged have not ended
in a particularly honourable manner for her. Burgundy, Alsace, Lorraine have been torn away. The
Peace of Westphalia has often been alluded to as
Germany's Palladium, although by it the complete
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dismemberment of Germany has only been established
more thoroughly than before.
The Germans have
been grateful to Riehelieu, who destroyed their
power." On the other band, the acbievements of
Prussia in the Seven Years' War, and in the War of
Liberation against the French, awoke in him the hope
that it was this State wbich could save Germany.
To this thought he gave eloquent and enthusiastic
expression in bis address at the opening of bis Berlin
lectures in October, 1818, and also in his lecture on
Frederick the Great. Hegel therefore rejected everything wbich seemed to him to speIl a weakening of
the Prussia State power. The dialectician was overcome by national feelings.
However, Hegel's place in the bistory of thought
rests, not on his explanations of the creation of the
world, nor on his German nationalist politics, but upon
the dialectical method. In exploring, by means of
tbis method, the wide expanse of human knowledge,
he scattered an astonishing abundance of materialistic
and strictly seientiße observations and suggestions,
and inspired bis pupils and readers with a living conception of bistory, of the development of mankind to
self-conseiousness and freedom, thus rendering them
capable of pushing their studies further, and emancipating themselves from all mysticism. As an
example of the materialist tendency of his philosophy,
the following references will serve, His" Philosophy
of History " contains a whole chapter upon thc
geographieal foundations of universal history. In this
chapter he expresses himself-quite contrary to his
deiflcation of the State-as follows: "A real State
and a real central government only arise when the
distinction of elasses is already given, when Riches
and Poverty have become very great, and such con-
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ditions have Brisen that a great multitude ean no
longer satisfy their needs in the way to whieh they
have been aceustomed." Or take his explanation of
the founding of eolonies by the Greeks.
"'fhis projeeting of eolonies, partieularly in the
period after the Trojan War until Cyrus, is here a
peculiar phenomenon, whieh may thus be explained :
in the individual towns the people had the governing
power in their hands, in that they decided the affairs
of State in the last resort, In eonsequenee of the long
peaee, population and development greatly inereased,
and quiekly brought about the aeeumulation of
great riehes, whieh is always aceompanied by the
phenomenon of great distress and poverty. Industry,
in our sense, did not exist at that time, and the land
was speedily monopolised. Nevertheless, a section of
the poorer classes would not aHow themselves to be
depressed to the poverty line, for each man feIt himself
to be a free citizen, The sole resource, therefore, was
eolonisation. "
Or even the foHowing passage, whieh eoneeives the
philosophieal system merely as the result and refleetion of the accomplished facts of existenee, and
therefore rejects all painting of Utopias: " Besides,
philosophy comes always too late to say a word as
to how the world ought to be. As an idea of the
universe, it only arises in the period after reality has
eompleted its formative proeess and attained its final
shape. What this eoneeption teaches is neeessarily
demonstrated by history, namely, that the ideal
appears over against the real only after the eonsummation of reality, that the ideal reeonstruets the same
world, eomprehended in the substanee of reality, in
the form of an intellectual realm, A form of life has
become old when philosophy paints its grey on grey,
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and with grey on grey it cannot be rejuvenated but
only recognised. The owl of Minerva begins its flight
only with the falling twilight."-Preface to the
u Philosophy of Law."
No materialist could have said this better : the owl
-the symbol of wisdom-s-only begins her ßight in the
evening, after the busy aetivities of the world are over.
Thus we have first the universe, and then thought;
first existence, and then conseiousness.
Hegel himself was therefore an example of his own
teaching that eontradietory elements are to be found
side by side, His mind eontained both idealism and
realism, but he did not bring them by a proeess of
reasoning to the point of aeute eontradietion in order
to resch a higher plane of thought. And as he regarded
it as the task of philosophy to recognise the prineiple
of things, and to follow it out systematieally and
logieally throughout the whole vast domain of reality,
and as further, owing to his mystieal bent, he asserted
the idea to be the ultimate reality, he remained a
consistent Idealist.
The Conservatism of Hegel, who was the philosophieal representative of the Prussian State, was,
however, sadly ineompatible with the awakening
consciousness of the German middle c1ass, whieh, in
spite of its economie weakness, aspired to a freer State
constitution, and greater liberty of action. These
aspirations were already somewhat more strongly
developed in the larger towns and industrial centres
of Prussia and the other German States. The Young
Hegelians* championed this middle-class awakening in
• After the death of Hege! dltrerenoos of oplnlon arose among his
dlselplea, chlelly wlth respect to hls doctrlnes of the Delt y, Immortallty
and the personallty of Christ. One sectlon, the so-called "Rlght Wlng,"
Incllned to orthodoxy on these questlons . In opposition to them etood
the .' Young Hegellans," the progre88lve "Left Wlng." To thle sectlon
he!onged Arno!d Buge, Bruno Bauer, Feuerbach, and Strauss, author ot
the "LIfe of J'eaua.,r
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the philosophical sphere, just as " Young Germany "
(Heine, Boeme, ete.) did in the province of literature.
Just at the time when Marx was still at tbe
university tbe Young Hegelians took up the fight
against tbe conservative section of Hegel's disciples and
the Cbristian Romanticism of Prussia, The antagonism between tbe old and the new scbool made itself
feIt both in religious philosophy and political literature, but both tendencies were seldom combined in
tbe same persons. David Strauss subjected tbe
Gospels to a candid criticism; Feuerbach investigated
the nature of Christianity and of religion generally,
and in this department inverted Hegel's Idealism to
Materialism; Bruno Bauer trained his heavy historical
and philosophical artillery on tbe traditional dogmas
conceming the rise of Christianity. Politically, however, tbey remained at the stage of the freedom of
the individual : that is, they were merely moderate
Liberals. Nevertheless, there were also less prominent
Young Hegelians who were at that time in tbe Liberal
left wing as regards their political opinions, such as
Amold Ruge.
None of the Young Hegelians had, however, used
the dialeetical method to develop still furtber the
teaching of tbe Master. Kar! Marx, the youngest of
tbe Hegelians, first brought it to a higher stage in
social science. He was no longer known to Hegel, wbo
might otherwise have died witb a more contented or
perhaps even still more perturbed mind, Heinrich
Heine, who belonged to tbe Hegelians in the thirties
and forties, relates tbe following anecdote, which if
not true yet excellently illustrates the extraordinary
difficulties of tbe Master's doctrines :As Hegellay dying, his disciples, wbo bad gatbered
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round him, seeing the furrows deepen on the Master's
care-wom countenance, inquired the eause of his
grief, and tried to comfort him by reminding him of
the large number of admiring disciples and followers
he would leave behind. Breathing with difficulty, he
replied : " None of my disciples has understood me;
only Michelet has understood me, and," he added with
a sigh, " even he has misunderstood me,"

The Life and Teaching of Karl Marx
I.
PARENTS AND FRIENDS.

1. 1tURx's

ApPRENTICESHIP.

Karl Heinrich Marx first saw the light of day in
Treves on May 5, 1818. His father, an enlightened,
fine Ieeling, and philanthropic J ew, was a Jurist who
had slowly risen from the humble circumstances of a
German Rabbi family and acquired a respectable
practice, but who never leamt the art of making
money. His mother was a Dutchwoman , and came
of a Rabbi family called Pressburg, which, as the
name indicates, had emigrated from Pressburg, in
Hungary, to Holland, in the seventeenth century.
She spoke German very impedect1y. Marx has
handed on to U8 one of her sayings, " If Karl made
a lot of Capital, instead of writing a lot about Capital,
it would have been much better." The Marxes had
several children, of whom Karl slone showed special
mental gifts.
In the year 1824 the family embraced Christianity.
The baptism of Jews was at that time no longer a
rarity. The enlightenment of the last half of the
eighteenth century had undermined the dogmatic
c
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beliefs of many eultured Jews, and the succeeding
period of German Christian Rornanticism brought a
strcngthening and idealising of Christianity and of
national feeling, from wbich, for practical just as much
as for spiritual reasons, the Jews who had renounced
their own religion could not escape. They were
completely assimilated, feIt and thought like the
rest of their Christian and German fellow-citizens.
Marx's fatber feIt himself to be a good Prussian,
and once recommended bis son to compose an
ode, in the grand style, on Napoleon's downfall
and Prussia's victory. Karl did not, in truth, follow
his father's adviee, hut from that time of Christian
enthusiasm and German patriotic sentiment until his
life's end, there remained witb him an anti-Jewish
prejudice; the J ew was gcne rally to him either a
usurer 01' a cadger.
Karl was sent to the gramm ar school in his native
town, leaving with a highly creditable record. The
school was, however, not the only place where he
developed his mind. During his school years he used
to frequent the house of the Government Privy
Councillor, L. von Westphalen, a highly cultured
Prussian official, whose favourite poets were Homer
and Shakespeare, and who followed attentively the
intelleetual tendencies of his time. Although he had
already reached advanced age, he liked to converse
with the precocious youth, and to influence his mental
growth. Marx honoured him as a fatherly friend
" who welcomes every progressi ve movement with the
enthusiasm and soher judgment of a lover of truth,
and who is a living proof that Idealism is no
imagination, but the truth."-(Dedication of Marx's
doctor thesis.)

STUDENT
After quitting the
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public school, Marx went

to the University of Bonn, in order to study jurisprudence, according to bis father's wishes. After a
year of the merry life of a student, he removed in the
autumn of 1836 to Berlin University, the centre of
eulture and truth, as Hegel had ealled it in his
Inaugural Lecture (1818). Before his departure for
Berlin, he had become secretly engaged to Jenny Von
Westphnlen, the daughter of his fatherly friend, a
woman distinguished alike for beauty, culture, and
strength of character.

11.

STUDENT.

In Berlin, Marx threw bims elf into the study of
Pbilosophy, Jurisprudence, History, Geography,
I..iterature, the History of Art, etc, He had a Faustlike thirst for truth, and his appetite for work was
insatiable; in these matters only superlatives can be
used to describe Marx. In one of bis poems dating
from this period, he says of himself :
" Ne'er can I perform in calmness
What has seized my soul with might,
But must strive and struggle onward
In a ceaseless, restless flight.
All divine, enhancing graces
Would I make of life apart;
Penetrate the realms of science,
Grasp the joys of Song and Art."
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Giving up all soeial intercourse, he worked night
and day, making abstracts of what he read, translating
Irom Greek and Latin, working at philosopbical
systems, setting down a considerable number of his
own thoughts, and drafting outlines of philosophy or
jurlsprudence, as weil as writing three volumes of
poems. The year 1837 marks one of the critical
periods of Marx's intellectual development; it was a
time of vacillation and ferment and of intemal
struggle, at the end of wbich he found refuge in the
Hegelian dialectics. In so doing he tumed bis back
on the abstract idealism of Kant and Fichte, and made
the first step towards reality; and indeed at that time
Marx firmly believed that Hegel actually stood for
reality. In a somewhat lengtby letter dated November
10, 1837, a truly human document, Marx gives bis
father an account of his intense activity during that
remarkable period, comprising his first two terms at
the University of Berlin, when he was still so very
young :
" DEAR FATHER,

" There are times wbich are landmarks in our
lives; and they not only murk off a phase that has
passed, but, at tbe same time, point out eIearly our
new direction. At such turning points we feel
impelled to make a critical survey of the past and
the present, so as to attain to a clear knowledge
of our actual position. Nay, mankind itself, as all
history shows, loves to indulge in this retrospection
and contemplation, and thereby often appears to be
going backward or standing still, when after all it
has only thrown itself back in its armchair, the
better to apprehend itself, to grasp its own doings,
and to penetrate into the workings of the spirit.
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"Thc individual, however, becomes lyrical at
such times; for every metamorphosis is in part an
elegy on the past and in part the prologue of a great
new poem that is striving for permanent expression
in a chaos of resplendent but fleeting colours. Be
that as it may, we would fain set up a monument
to our past experiences that they may regain in
memory the significance which they have lost in
the active affairs of life : and what more fitting way
ean we find of doing that than by bringing them
and laying them before the hearts of our parents I
"And so now, when I take stock of the year
which I have just spent here, and in so doing answer
your very welcome letter from Ems, let me consider
my position, in the same way as I look on life
altogether, as the embodiment of a spiritual force
that seeks expression in every direction : in science,
in art, and in one's own personality.
. On
my arrival in Berlin I broke off all my former eonnections, paid visits rarely and unwillingly, and
sought to bury myself in science and art.
• In
accordance with my ideas at the time, poetry must
of necessity be my first concern, or at least the most
agreeable of my pursuits, and the one for which I
most cared; but, as might be expected from my
disposition and the wbole trend of my development,
it was purely idealistic, Next I had to study jurisprudence, and above a11 I feIt a strong impulse to
grapple with philosophy. Both studies, however,
were so interwoven that on the one hand I worked
through the Jurist's Heineccius and Thibaut and
the Sources docilely and quite uncritica11y, translating, for instance, the first two books of the
Pandects of Justinian, while on the other hand I
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attempted to evolve a philosopby of Iaw in tbe
spbere of jurisprudence. By way of introduction I
laid down a few metaphysieal principles, and
earried this unfortunate work as far as Publie
Rights, in all about 800 sheets.
" In this, however, more than in anything else,
the eonfliet between wbat is and what ought to be,
whieh is peculiar to Idealism, made itself disagreeably prominent. In tbe first plaee there was what
I bad so graeiously ehristened tbe Metaphysies of
Law, i.e., first principles, refleetions, definitions,
standing aloof from all established jurisprudenee and
from every aetual form of legal praetice, Then the
unscientifie form of mathematieal dogmatism in
whieh there is so mueh beating about the bush, so
much diffuse argumentation without any fruitful
development or vital ereation, hindered me from tbe
outset from arriving at tbe Truth. A triangle may
be eonstrueted and reasoned about by the matbematieian; it is a mere spatial eoneept and does not
of itself undergo any further evolution; it must be
brought in conjunetion with something else, when
it requires other properties, and tbus by plaeing
tbe same thing in various relationships we are
enabled to deduee new relationships and new truths.
Whereas in tbe concrete expression of the mental
life as we have it in Law, in the State, in Nature,
and in the whole of philosophy, the objeet of our
study must be eonsidered in its development. • •
Tbe individual's reason must proeeed with its selfeontradietion until it diseovers its own unity."

In tbis we perceive the first traee of the Hegelian
dialectie in Marx. We see rigid geometrieal fonns
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oontrasted with the continually evolving organism,
with social forms and human institutions. Marx bad
put up a stout resistanee against the influence of the
Hegelian pbilosophy; nay, hc bad even hated it and
bad made mighty efforts to ding faithfully to bis
idealism, but in the end he, too, must fall under the
speIl of tbe idea of evolution, in the form whicb it
tben assumed in Hegelian speculation in Germany.
Marx then goes on to speak of bis legal studies as
well as of bis poems, and thus continues:
H As a result of tbese various aetivities I passed
many sleepless nigbts during my first term, engaged
in many battles, and bad to end ure much mental
and pbysical excitement; and at the end of it all
I found myself not very much better off, baving in
tbe meanwhile neglected nature, art and society,
and spurned pleasure: sucb, indeed, was tbe eomment which my body seemed to make, My doctor
advised me to try the country, and so, baving for
the first time passed tbrough t.he whole length of
the city, I found myself before tbe gate on tbe
Stralau Road.
. From the idealism whicb I
bad eherished so long I Iell to secking tbe ideal in
reality itself. Whereas before the gods bad dwelt
above tbe earth, tbey bad now become its very
eentre,
"I bad read fragments of Hegel's philosophy,
tbe strange, rugged melody of wbicb had not pleased
me, Once again I wisbed to dive into tbe depths
of tbe sea, tbis time with tbe resolute intention
of finding a spiritual nature just as essential,
concrete, and perfect as tbe physical, and instead
of indulging in intellectual gymnasties, bringing up
pure pearls into tbe sunlight.
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U I wrote about 24 sheets of a dialogue entitled
Cleantes or on the Source and Inevitable Development 01 Philosophy.' In this, art and seienee, whieh
had hitherto been kept asunder, were to some extent
blended, and hold adventurer that I was, I even set
about the task of evolving a philosophieal, dialectieal exposition 01 the nature of the Deity as it is
manifested in a pure coneept, in religion, in nature,
and in history. My last thesis was the beginning
01 the Hegelian system; and this work, in eourse 01
whieh I had to make some acquaintance with seience,
Sehelling and history, and whieh had oeeasioned me
an infinite amount of hard thinking, delivers me like
a laithless siren into the hands of the enemy. . • •
U Upset by Jenny's illness and by the fruitlessness and utter failure of my intelleetuallabours, and
tom with vexation at having to make into my idol
a view which I had hated, I fell ill, as I have
already told you in a previous letter. On my
recovery I bumt a11 my poems and material for
projected short stories in the vain belief that I could
give all that up ; and, to be sure, so far I have not
given cause to gainsay it,
U During my illness I had made acquaintance with
Hegel from beginning to end, as also with most (\f
his disciples. Through frequent meetings with
friends in Stralau I got an introduction into a
Graduates' Club, in which were a number of professors and Dr, Rutenberg, the closest of my Berlin
friends. In the discussions that took place many
conflicting views were put forward, and more and
more seeurely did I get involved in the meshes of
the new philosophy which I had sought to escape;
but everything articulate in me was put to silence,

c
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a veritable ironical rage fell upon me, as weIl it might
after so much negation.'·-(" Neue Zeit," 16th
year, Vol. I., No. 1.)
His father was anything but pleased with this letter.
He reproached Karl with the aimless and discursive
way in which he worked. He had expected that these
Berlin studies would lead to something more than
breeding monstrosities and destroying them agein,
He believed that Karl would, before everything else,
have considered bis future career, that he would have
devoted all bis attention to the lectures in his course,
that he would have cultivated the acquaintance of
people in authority, tbat he would bave been economical, and that he would have avoided all philosophical extravagances. He refers him to the example
of bis fellow students who attend their lectures regularly and have an eye to their future :
" Indeed these young men sleep quite peacefully
except when they now and then devote tbe whole
or part of a nigbt to pleasnre, whereas my clever
and gifted son Karl passes wretched sleepless nights,
wearying body and mind with cheerless study,
forbearing all pleasures with tbe sole object of
applying himseH to abstruse studies : but wbat he
builds to-day he destroys again to-morrow, and in
the end be finds tbat be has destroyed what he
already bad, witbout baving gained anytbing Irom
other people. At last tbe body begins to ail and
the mind gets confused, wbilst tbese ordinary folks
steal along in easy marches, and attain their goal
if not better at least more comfortably than those
who contemn youthful pleasures and undermine
their health in order to snatch at the ghost of erudi-
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tion, whieh they eould probably have exorcised more
sueeessfully in an hour spent in the soeiety of
eompetent men-with social enjoyment into the
bargain I "
In spite of his unbounded love for his father, Marx
eould not deviate Irom the path whieh he had ehosen,
Those deeper natures who, after having lost their
religious beliefs, have the good fortune to attain to a
philosophieal or scientifle conception of the universe,
do not easily shrink Irom a eonflict between filial
affection and loyalty to new convictions. Nor was
Marx allured by the prospects of a distinguished
offieial career, Inrleed his fighting temperament would
never have admitted of that. He wrote the lines :
Therefore let us, all things daring,
Never from our task reeede;
Never sink in sullen silence,
Paralysed in will aud deed.
Let us not in base subjeetion
Brood away our fearful life,
When with deed and aspiration
We might enter in the strife.
His stay in Stralau bad the most beneficial effeets
on bis health. He worked strenuously at bis newlyaequired philosophieal convictions, and for this bis
relations with the mernbers of the Graduates' Club
stood him in good stead, more especially bis acquaintance with Bruno Bauer, a lecturer in tbeology, and
Friedrieb Köppen, a master in a grammar school, who
in spite of differenee of age and position treated him
as an equal, Marx gave up all thought of an official
eareer, and looked forward to obtaining a lectureship
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in some university or other, His father reconciled
hirnself to the new studies and strivings of his son;
he was. however, not destined to rejoice at Karl's
subsequent achievements. After a short illness he died
in May, 1838, at the age of flfty-six,
Marx then gave up altogether the study of jurisprudence, and worked all the more assiduously at the
perfecting of his philosophieal knowlcdge, preparing
himself for his degree examination in order-at the
instigation of Bruno Bauer- to get hirnself admitted
as quickly as possible as lecturer in philosophy at the
University of Bonn, Bauer hirnself expected to be
made Professor of Theology in Bonn after having
served as lecturer in Berlin from ] 83-1. to 1889 and in
Bonn during the year 1840. Marx wrote a thesis on
the Natural Philosophies of Democritus and Epiourus,
and in 1841 the degree of Doctor of Philosophy was
eonferred on hirn at Jena. He then went over to his
friend Bauer in Bonn, where he thought to begin his
career as leeturer, Meanwhile his hopes had disappeared, Prussian universities were at tbat time no
places for free inquirers. It was not even possible for
Bauer to obtain a professorship ; still lcss could Marx.
who was much more violent in the expression of his
opinions, reckon on an aeademic career. His only way
out of this blind alley was Iree-lance joumalism, and
for this an opportunity soon presented itself.

111.

BEOINNINGS OF PUBLIC LIFE.

Marx made his entry into public life with a thorough
philosophical training and with an irrestrainable im-
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pulse to enter into the struggle for the spiritual
freedom of Germany. By spiritual freedom he understood first and foremost freedom in religion and
liberalism in politics. He was, too, perfectly clear as
to the instrument to be used : it was criticism. The
positive and rigid having become ineffectual and unreasonable, is to fall before the weapon of criticism and
so make room for a living stream of thought and
being, or as Marx himself expressed it in 1844, " to
make the petrified conditions dance by singing to them
their own tune." Their own tune is, of course, the
dialectic. Criticism, generally speaking, was the
weapon of the Young Hegeliens. Criticism is negation, sweeping away existing conditions and prevailing
dogmas to make a clear path for life. Not the setting
up of new principles or new dogmas, but the clearing
away of the old dogmas is the task of the Young
Hegeliens. For if dialecti.c be rightly understood,
criticism or negation is the best positive work.
Criticism finds expression, above all, in polemics, in
the literal rneaning of waging war-ruthless waragainst the unreal for the purpose of shaking up one's
contemporaries.
After Marx had given up a1l hope of an academic
career, the only field of labour that remained open to
him was, as we have already said, that of joumalism.
His material circumstances eompelled him, moreover,
to consider the question of an independent livelihood.
Just about this time the Liberals in the Rhine
provinces took up a seheme for the foundation of a
newspaper, the object of which was to prepare the way
for conditions of greater freedom. The necessary
money was 800n procured. Significantly enough,
Young Hegelians were kept in view for editors and
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contributors. On the first of January, 1842, the first
number of the Rheinische Zeitung was published ilt
Cologne. The editor was Dr, Rutenberg, who had
formed an intimate friendship with Marx at the time
the latter was attending the University of Berlin ; and
so Marx, then in Bonn, was also invited to contribute.
He aceepted the invitation, and bis essays brought him
to the notiee of Amold Ruge, who likewise invited
him to take part in his literary undertakings in conjunetion with Feuerbaeh, Bauer, Moses Hess, and
others. Marx's essays were greatly appreeiated, too,
by the readers of the Rheinische Zeitung, so that in
October, 1842, on the retirement of Rutenberg, he
was ealled to the editorial chair of that journal, In
bis new position he had to deal with aseries of
eeonomie and politieal questions wbieh, no doubt, witb
a less conscientious editor would have occasioned little
hard thinking, but whieh for Marx showed the need ol
a thorough study of politieal economy and Soeialism,
In Oetober, 1842, a eongress of Freneh and German
intelleetuals was held in Strasburg, and amongst other
things Freneh Socialist theories were diseussed. Likewise in the Rhine provinees arose questions coneeming
landed property and taxes, which had to be dealt with
from the editorial chair, questions wbieh were not to
be answered by a purely philosopbieal knowledge,
Besides, the eensorship made the way hard for a paper
eondueted with such eritieal acumen, and did not allow
the editor to fulfil his real mission. In the prefaee to
" The Critique of Politieal Economy" (1859) Marx
gives a short sketch of bis editorial life :
" As editor of the Rheinische Zeitung, in 1842 and
1848 I eame up, for the first time, against the diffieulty
of having to take part in the eontroversy over so-called
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material interests, The proceedings of the Diet
of the Rhine provinces with regard to wood stealing
and parcelling out of landed property, and their action
towards the farmers of the MoseHe districts, and lastly
dehates on Free Trade and Protection, gave the first
stimulus to my investigation of economic questions.
On the other hand, an echo of French Socialism and
Communism, feehly philosophical in tone, had at that
time made itself heard in the columns of the Rheinische
Zeitung. I declared myself against supcrficiality, confessing, however, at the same time that the studies I
had made so far did not aHow me to venture any
judgment of my own on the significance of the French
tendencies. I readily took advantage of the illusion
cherished hy the directors of the Rheinische Zeitung,
who helieved they could reverse the death sentence
passed on that journal as a result of weak management, in order to withdraw from the puhlic platform
into my study."
And so the intelleetual need which he felt of studying
economics and Socialism, as weil as his thirst for free,
unfettered activity, resulted in Marx's retirement from
his post as editor, although he was ahout to enter
upon married life and had to make provision for his
own household. But he was from the heginning determined to suhordinate his material existence to his
spiritual aspirations.

