


























































































































































































































































































1 40 Race Traitor 

much more radical. Gran consciously sets out to show that some 
European states have more in common in some ways with certain 
non-European states than with their fellow Europeans. 

The main tool of analysis in this work is Antonio Gramsci 's 
concept of hegemony. Gran argues that ruling elites in all states, not 
just democracies, practice some form of hegemony. Even 
dictatorships and one-party states must win over their populations in 
some manner. For Gran, this implies finding some means to blunt or 
channel class conflict so that the majority will never challenge the 
ruling minority. Gran identifies four "roads" which characterize 
these types of hegemony. The four are the Russian Road (which also 
applies to Iraq), the Italian Road (also India and Mexico), the Tribal
Ethnic Road (Albania, Belgian Congo/Zaire), and Bourgeois 
Democracy (Great Britain, the United States) .  The Russian Road 
employs a "caste" which transcends class and is dependent on an 
autocratic state to reduce class conflict. The Italian Road exploits 
regional differences, typically a developed North against an 
underdeveloped South, for the same purpose. Tribal-Ethnic states use 
"gender," a term that might have been replaced with patriarchy, 
while Bourgeois Democracies use race. 

Obviously, these types of hegemony are models. Gran admits 
that many states combine more than one type of hegemony in their 
strategy for maintaining dominance ("mixed roads") . Indeed, one 
could question some of Gran's categorizations. Is Iraq primarily a 
Russian Road hegemony, or perhaps a Tribal-Ethnic state? One 
could furthermore argue that states change their approach to ruling 
from one form of hegemony to another. What happens when "Italian 
Road" Czechoslovakia becomes two separate states? Gran argues 
that each hegemony goes through liberal and corporatist periods . 
Liberal periods are characterized by one class rule, while severe class 
conflict forces a class alliance (corporatism) on ruling elites . Each of 
these approaches has its influence on the production of culture, a 
process Gran sees as eminently political and largely dominated by 
the reigning hegemonic forces in a given society. One particularly 
interesting aspect of this book is the emphasis on the political 
dimension of historical writing. With each society, Gran discusses 
how changing class alliances and internal cleavages lead to disputes 
about national history should be written. 

One point any reader of Race Traitor will raise is whether 
hegemonies can be explicitly repudiated, either by the ruling class in 
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favor of a new hegemony, or by a counter-hegemonic group. Can 
race be taken out of American politics, and what would happen if it 
were? At one point, Gran suggests that race has become less 
effective as a ruling class strategy of control, and that 
multiculturalism is now used to bolster a flagging racial order. 
According to this interpretation, the purpose of multiculturalism is to 
provide "buffer races" which allow whites to conceal their 
oppression of blacks by displaying their openness toward 
advancement by Asians or Latinos . 

While this theory may have some merits, it is seriously flawed. 
For one thing, multiculturalism is at best a temporary strategy. 
Sooner rather than later, these "other races" will be assimilated into 
either the dominant or subordinate "race"; they cannot function as 
"buffer races" for long. Also, the nature of whiteness has changed 
considerably since the Civil Rights movement succeeded in 
abolishing legalized segregation. The internationalization of 
American capital has also reduced the incentives given to white 
workers and raised the possibility of a non-racial democracy. 

While this book contains a number of important ideas, it must 
also be said that the quality of the writing and of the argument is 
very uneven. At times one senses that the author has not succeeded 
in digesting the massive amount of material he has read. This is 
unfortunate because there are a number of important insights here 
which deserve a wide audience. 

Ultimately, Eurocentrism is more than just a form of 
ethnocentrism. If it were simply that, the Western countries would be 
no more guilty than other cultures . It was capitalism, and its 
accompanying expansion through modem imperialism, that gave the 
Western countries a sense of unassailable supremacy. While the rise 
of non-European centers of capital accumulation and industrial 
production have called into question the relationship between culture 
and economic development, the international economic order 
continues to favor the U. S . ,  Europe, and Japan. So long as this is the 
case, one suspects that Gran's plea that historians go beyond 
Eurocentrism is likely to fall on deaf ears . Nonetheless, he has given 
us some tools with which to rethink our received categories. 
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WHAT WE BELI EVE 
The white race is a historically constructed social 

formation. It consists of a l l  those who partake of the 
priv i leges of the white ski n in this society. Its most 
wretched members share a status h igher, in certai n  
respects, than that of the most exalted persons excluded 
from it ,  in return for which they g ive thei r  support to a 
system that degrades them . 

The key to solving the social problems of our age is 

to abolish the white race, that is, to abolish the 
privi l eges of the white skin. U nti l that task is 
accomp l i shed, even partia l  reform wi l l  prove el usive, 
because white i nfluence permeates every i ssue, 
domestic and foreign ,  in  U . S .  society. 

The existence of the wh ite race depends on the 
wi l l i ngness of those assigned to it to p lace thei r  racia l  
i nterests above class, gender, or any other i nterests they 
hold .  The defection of enough of its members to make it 
unre l iable as a pred ictor of behavior wi l l  lead to its 
col lapse. 

Race Traitor aims to serve as an i nte l lectual  center for 

those seeking to abo l i sh the white race. It wi l l  
encourage d issent from the conformity that maintains it 
and popularize examples of defection from its ranks , 
ana lyze the forces that hold it together and those that 
prom i se to tear it apart. Part of its task wi l l  be to promote 
debate among abol it ioni sts.  When poss ib le ,  it wi l l  
support practica l  measures,  gu ided by the pr incip le ,  
Treason to whiteness is loyalty to humanity. 



jou rn a l  of the 
new a bol ition ism 
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